Role of radionuclide ventriculography in evaluating cardiac function.
The role of nuclear cardiology techniques for evaluating cardiac function has become increasingly important among other diagnostic techniques. The current status of radionuclide imaging of left and right ventricular function allows accurate diagnosis of cardiac patients with both coronary and noncoronary disease. The combination of gated first-pass and equilibrium radionuclide ventriculography makes it possible to assess more completely cardiac function than by either technique alone. Of particular interest to most imaging physicians is the current position of exercise ventriculography in the diagnostic setting, especially since this test has undergone new scrutiny in its application to broader patient segments. This technique and issues related to its place in the diagnostic environment are discussed in this review article, with emphasis on relevance to the clinical laboratory.